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As Eritrea commemorates the 29th anniversary of the beginning of its National 

Service, it is essential to reflect on the significance of this institution in nation-

building and safeguarding the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the nation. 

The National Service program holds a special place in Eritrea’s history and has 

played a crucial role in shaping the nation’s identity, resilience, and readiness 

to defend its borders. At the heart of this program lies Sawa, the military 

training center, which has become an emblem of Eritrean unity and 

determination. This article discusses the importance of Eritrea’s National 

Service and its flagship institution, Sawa. Following its hard-won independence 

in 1991, Eritrea embarked on the mission of nation building and sought to 

achieve it by building institutions.  

One of the institutions is the National Service, which was introduced as a 

fundamental approach to nation�building, economic development, and 

preparedness to defend the nation. The proclamation issued in 1994 to 

establish the National Service requires all citizens between the ages of 18 and 

40 to do their national service, which typically includes military training and 

services in national development programs. Eritrea’s National Service has been 

a driving force in forging a strong sense of unity among its diverse population. 



By requiring all citizens, regardless of their backgrounds, to partake in the 

National Service, Eritrea fostered a shared sense of responsibility and 

ownership for the country’s future. Through the program, participants from 

different regions live and work together, forging bonds that transcend ethnic 

boundaries. This sense of unity has been instrumental in fostering a stable and 

cohesive society, essential for the nation’s growth and development. One of 

the primary objectives of Eritrea’s National Service is to ensure the nation’s 

security by safeguarding its sovereignty and territorial integrity. Eritrea’s 

history is marred by external threats, making a strong defense force 

indispensable for the country’s survival. 

 By promoting the culture of self-reliance and preparedness in defense of the 

nation, the National Service has been pivotal in maintaining Eritrea’s 

independence and deterring real and potential aggressors. Eritrea has shown 

resilience and determination in protecting its borders, preserving its territorial 

integrity, and asserting its sovereignty. Central to Eritrea’s National Service is 

the Sawa Military Training Center. Established in 1994, Sawa has become an 

emblem of Eritrean resilience and determination. Located in the Gash Barka 

region, the center serves as a melting pot of Eritrea’s youth, bringing together 

diverse individuals from all corners of the nation. Sawa offers comprehensive 

military training, emphasizing discipline, physical fitness, and strategic thinking. 

Additionally, participants receive education in various fields such as science, 

technology, engineering, and arts. This multifaceted approach ensures that the 

graduates not only possess military skills but also contribute to the country’s 

development in civilian sectors. Beyond military training, Sawa plays a crucial 

role in shaping the character of Eritrea’s youth.  

The rigorous training instills discipline, responsibility, and self-reliance, all of 

which are essential attributes for nation-building. Graduates of Sawa emerge as 

resilient and self-confident individuals, ready to face the challenges of life with 

determination and fortitude. Moreover, Sawa provides an environment where 

young Eritreans can develop leadership skills, fostering a new generation of 

responsible and engaged citizens who can contribute positively to their 

communities and the nation as a whole. The National Service program goes 

beyond military training; it includes the execution of various national 

reconstruction projects. During the 12-month period following military training, 



participants engage in activities that contribute to the country’s infrastructure 

development, such as road construction and building schools, hospitals, and 

other essential facilities. This aspect of National Service is vital for Eritrea’s 

nation�building process, as it addresses critical development needs while 

harnessing the energy and enthusiasm of the nation’s youth. The construction 

of vital infrastructure not only enhances the quality of life for Eritreans but also 

reinforces the citizens’ commitment to their country’s progress.  

As Eritrea celebrates the 29th anniversary of its National Service, it is essential 

to acknowledge the program’s significance in nation-building and safeguarding 

the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Eritrea. By fostering unity, resilience, 

and self-reliance among its diverse population, the National Service has played 

a pivotal role in shaping Eritrea’s identity and stability. Sawa, the emblematic 

military training center, stands as a testament to the determination of Eritrea’s 

youth and their commitment to the nation’s future. Through its multifaceted 

approach to education and training, Sawa not only produces capable defenders 

but also cultivates responsible citizens who contribute to the nation’s 

development. The Eritrean National Service is a source of pride for the nation, 

demonstrating the people’s unwavering dedication to their country’s growth 

and prosperity. As Eritrea continues its journey towards progress, the National 

Service and Sawa remain indispensable pillars in securing a strong and prosperous 

future. 
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